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Background
The European Biosecurity Regulators Forum – EBRF – is a forum consisting of national 
biosecurity institutions from Denmark, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland, 
and the United Kingdom. The institutions are all government agencies that have a regulatory 
function in relation to biosecurity, or promote biosecurity regulation in either the human, animal or 
plant sector.
The EBRF has its origin in the so-called “B2 Action” of the EU CBRN Action Plan. In 2014, this EU 
project resulted in a guideline on best-practices in relation to the securing of dual-use biological 
agents. Since the inaugural meeting of the EBRF in 2015, representatives of national regulatory 
bodies have continued to meet biannually to discuss important biosecurity and dual-use topics. 

Objectives
In order to strengthen European biosecurity, the primary goals of EBRF are:
•  To establish Points of Contact (PoC) for the development of a network of national regulatory 

agencies in Europe responsible for biosecurity in the fields of human, animal and plant 
pathogens;

•  To promote capacity building for European countries that request biosecurity assistance.  
This could be in the form of sharing best practices, publications, conferences and workshops, 
training and education;

• To exchange biosecurity knowledge including developments on dual-use issues;
•  To guide the development of effective and proportionate biosecurity regulation in Europe.

Members
Current EBRF members are Denmark, France, Germany, The Netherlands, Sweden, Switzerland 
and the United Kingdom. Members should represent a European country, be involved in 
biosecurity in either the human, animal or plant sector, and represent a government agency that 
has a regulatory function in relation to biosecurity, or promotes biosecurity regulation.

Biosecurity and dual-use
Biosecurity is defined as a set of preventive measures to protect humans, animals, and plants 
against malicious use of toxins or biological agents or parts thereof directly or indirectly.

Dual-use means that a biological agent, a delivery system, related material or technology can be 
used for both peaceful and offensive purposes.




